Keeping the American food system safe starts with accountability for each bite.
From growers'’ fields to grocers’ shelves to the hard-working Americans’ dinner
tables, healthy food relies on traceable pathways. Those pathways operate in the
background, but when foodborne iliness occurs, the safety net activates to reduce
illness, hospitalization, and death in three steps.

2. Curb Risk
e Reveal root causes

1. Respond Rapidly
e |dentify outbreaks

3. Build a Better System
¢ Lessons learned inform new

« Eliminate contamination * Address food supply policies and interventions

sources shortages e Drive continuous improvement

in food safety infrastructure

L

e Prevent further spread
of disease

e Minimize economic
impacts and disruptions
to the food supply

e Monitor illness trends and assess
system changes

HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS

Detecting and responding to foodborne iliness is a collaborative effort between
CDC, FDA, USDA, and state, tribal, local, and territorial (STLT) government agencies
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Investments in outbreak detection pay off
* $linvested in PulseNet saves ~$70 in medical
costs and lost productivity for 3 pathogens

. $lincrease in CDC ELC funding per capita is
linked to ~25% higher outbreak reporting

Modern outbreak detection systems and
improved surveillance significantly improve
the safety net.

e States funded through the ELC by CDC's Food

Safety Program detected more than twice as
many foodborne outbreaks.

e Modern surveillance systems detect outbreaks
weeks to months faster than in the past.

e Enhanced lab networks and genomic sequencing
identify outbreak links previously missed.

Faster detection means faster response —
contaminated foods removed sooner,

fewer illnesses, and lives saved.
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CHALLENGES

Funding for CDC needs to reach levels that
optimize Americans’ health and safety.

¢ In FY2026, CDC received $74M for foodborne illness
detection and response; over half of this is
distributed to STLT agencies.

e STLT-identified resource needs for food safety
partners continue to outpace available funding,
with CDC currently able to support only about 40%
of partner requests for foodborne disease
surveillance, detection, and response.

e The last big infusion of funds was in 2014, and that
led to the broad-scale adoption of whole genome
sequencing, which has been estimated to result in
$10 in averted health costs for every $1invested.

e The FY2027 House budget requested $79M, a
$5M increase over previous years.

The President’s FY2027 budget includes a
$33M increase for CDC's food, water, and
environmental initiatives, but more is needed
to fully fund food safety needs.

e The president’s proposal would cost only $.10 per
American per year - far less than the price of one
small cup of black coffee while supporting
outbreak detection, food safety investigations, and
environmental health monitoring nationwide.

Investing in the system means we also need

to invest in frontline workers.

e Responders and outbreak investigators conduct
patient interviews, stop outbreaks and verify
progress, and track progress.

e Experts help identify emerging risks before they
become widespread outbreaks.

SOLUTIONS

e Congress should reinforce

and ensure long-term
financial investment in
CDC's food safety line and
scientific advisory panels.

Congress should provide
adequate funds to restore
and continue to sustain and
modernize surveillance
systems and laboratory
capacity including at the
state and local levels.

Congress can help
strengthen national food
safety efforts by ensuring
sustained CDC food safety
funding to STLT partners.

Congress should expand
CDC Food Safety funding
including Centers of
Excellence and reinitiate
previous CDC workforce
development programs (e.g.,
ORISE and Presidential
Management Fellows) to
ensure we have public health
leaders for the next
generation.
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